Name:__________________________________


                                              Period:_____

Negligence
Chapter 20 
Define:

Negligence:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Elements:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Duty:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Breaches:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Short Answer

1.  Read “The Spilled Coffee” and answer the following questions:

Who is the plaintiff? __________________________________________________________________

Who is the defendant? ________________________________________________________________

What if anything did the defendant do wrong? _____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

What if anything did the plaintiff do wrong? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Do you agree or disagree with the outcome of the trial?  Why? _______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the reasonable person standard?__________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Read “Liability for Serving Alcohol”.  Who can sue whom in this situation?  ____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What duty did Lance have in this situation?  Did he violate that duty?_____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read AIDS Liability.  Did Tyler have a duty to tell Audrey about his condition?  Why or Why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Read “The Great Chicago Fire”.  Was Mrs. O’Leary negligent in placing the lantern so close to the 

Cow’s leg?

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Should she have to pay for the damages caused by the fire? __________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Define:
Causation:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cause in Fact:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Proximate cause:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Foreseeable harm:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Damages:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contributory negligence:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Comparative negligence:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Counterclaim:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Assumption of risk:________________________________________________________________________ 
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