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Freedom of Speech
Chapter 37
Short Answer:
1.  What is the importance of Freedom of Speech? ___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  What is considered obscenity? ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  What happened in the Miller v. California case? __________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Define:

Defamation:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Slander:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Libel:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Commercial Speech:_______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read “The Public Official’s Lawsuit for Libel”.  Answer the following questions.

Do you agree or disagree with the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in this case? ________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the rule about public officials and public figures reduce the privacy rights of these people? __________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read “The Offensive Speaker”.  What happened in the Terminiello case?  Why was he arrested?

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Define:

Fighting words:__________________________________________________________________________ 
Clear and Present Danger:_________________________________________________________________ 

Incitement Test:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Hate Speech:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Symbolic Speech:_______________________________________________________________________

Vagueness:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Overinclusive:__________________________________________________________________________

Describe the laws around the world in regard to hate speech.

Germany:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

America:________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Israel:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

South Africa:______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Read “The Nazis in Skokie”.  Why did Skokie’s Jewish population feel so strongly about this demonstration? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How should this case be decided? _____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Read “The Flag Burning”.  After reading the article, summarize and evaluate opinion A and opinion B.

A.________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B.________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Read “The Cross Burning Law”.  What happened in this case and why was the 18 year old prosecuted?
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

